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meaning. Disease means literally "not being at
ease," but the sense in which we use it describes
something much more serious than the literal mean-
ing. The word ruin is literally merely a " falling/'

One result of words being used euphemistically is
that they often cease to have their milder original
meaning, and cease therefore to seem euphemistic
at all.    Vile, which now means everything that is
bad, is in its literal and earlier use merely " cheap/'
Base, which has the meaning of unutterable mean-
ness, is literally merely " low/'  Mercenary is not ex-
actly a complimentary description now.   It means
that a person thinks far too much of money, but
originally it merely meant " serving for pay," a
thing which most men are obliged to do.   Trans-
gression is  generally used now to describe some
rather serious offence, but it literally means only a
" stepping across/'   The " step " which it describes
being, however, in the wrong direction, the word
has come to have a more and more serious meaning.
The study of euphemisms can teach us much about
men's thoughts and manners in the past and the
present.